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PROGRAM I I TRANSi.AT/ON 
I I I. Chorus 
I. Choir Blessed are they that mom, for they shall have comfort. 
Selig sind, die da Leid tragen (Matthew 5:4) I I They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. Who goeth forth and weepeth, and beareth precious seed, 
shall doubtless return with rejoicing, and bring his sheaves with him. 
II. Choir I I (Matthew 5:4) Denn alles Fleisch, es ist wie Gras (Pe.ter 1:24) II. Chorus 
I I 
Behold, all flesh is as the grass, and all the goodliness of man is as the 
III . Baritone Solo and Choir flower of grass; 
Herr, lehre doch mich (Psalm 39:5) for lo, the grass with'reth, and the flower thereof decayeth. 
Now, therefore, be patient, 0 my brethren, unto the coming of Christ. 
I I See how the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, IV. Choir and hath long patient for it, until he receive the early rain and the latter 
Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen (Psalm 84:2) rain. 
I I So be ye patient. Albeit the Lord's work endureth for evermore. The redeemed of the V. Soprano Solo and Choir Lord shall return again, 
Ihr habt nun Traurigkeit (John 16:22) 
I I 
and come rejoicing unto Zion; gladness, joy everlasting, joy upon their 
heads shall be; 
joy and gladness, these shall be their portion, and sighing shall flee 
VI. Baritone Solo and Choir from them. 
Denn wir haben hie keine bleibende Statt (Hebrew 13:14) I I (Peter 1:24) 
III. Baritone Solo and Chorus 
VII. Choir 
I fl Lord, make me to know the measure of my days on earth, to consider Selig sind die Toten (Apocalypse 14:13) my frailty that I must perish. Surely, all my days here are as an handbreadth to Thee, and my lifetime 
I l  
is as naught to Thee. 
Verily, mankind walketh in a vain show, and their best state is vanity. 
Man passeth away like a shadow, he is disquieted in vain, he heapeth 
up riches, 
I I and cannot tell who shall gather them. Now, Lord, 0, what do I wait for? My hope is in Thee. 
But the righteous souls are in the hand of God, nor pain, nor grief shall 
I I nigh them come. (Psalm 39:5) 
I I 
I I 
IV. 
v. 
VI. 
VII. 
Choir 
How lovely is Thy dwelling place, 0 Lord of Hosts! 
For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth for the courts of the Lord; 
my soul and body crieth out, yea, for the living God. 
I 
I 
I 
0 bl est are they that dwell within Thy )louse; 
they praise Thy name evennore! 
(Psalm 84:2) I 
Soprano Solo and Choir 
Ye now are sorrowful, howbeit ye shall again behold me, 
and your heart shall be joyful, and your joy no man taketh from you. 
Yea, I will comfort you, as one whom his own mother comforteth. 
Look upon me; ye know that for a little time labor and sorrow were 
mine, 
I 
I 
but at the last I have found comfort. 
(John 16:22) I 
Baritone Solo and Choir 
Here on earth have we no continuing place, howbeit, we seek one to I come. 
Lo, I unfold unto you a mystery. We shall not all sleep when He 
cometh, I but we shall all be changed in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, and 
the sound of a trumpet. 
For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, I and all we shall be changed. Then, what of old was written, the same shall be brought to pass. 
For death shall be swallowed in victory! 
I Death, 0 where is thy sting? Grave, where is thy triumph? Worthy art Thou to be praised, Lord of honor and might, for thou has 
earth and heaven created, 
~ 
and for Thy good pleasure all things have their being, and were I created. (Hebrew 13:14) 
Choir I Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 
Sayeth the spirit, that they rest from their labors, and that their works 
I follow after them. (Apocalypse 14:13) 
I 
I 
Program Notes 
I Brahms worked at the composition of A German Requiem over a period of eleven 
years, completing it in 1868. As perfonnances either of the complete work or of I parts of it began to take place, Brahms' reputation suddenly grew to full stature. It is quite likely that even now many church choir singers know Brahms best as the 
composer of an anthem called "How lovely is Thy dwelling place", sometimes 
without knowing that they are singing a movement of the Requiem. 
I A German Requiem is not liturgical . However, Brahms did select the text from Martin Luther's translation of the Bible. What it says is not a dramatization of the 
traditional act of intercession on behalf of the soul of the departed. It is a benedic-1 tion of consolation ( 'blessed are they that mourn') and a statement of faith ( 'blessed are the dead who die in the Lord' ). More than that, it is Brahms saying for himself, 
and to all those who sing and listen, that the paradox involved in mourning and 
death can be reconciled. I Program notes from Choral Music. (Penguin Books) by Arthur Jacobs. 
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Dr. Donald J. Armstrong was educated at Texas Tech University and the Univer-
sity of Texas, Austin. Dr. Annstrong has taught all facets of both vocal and choral 
music at Illinois State University from 1966 until his retirement in December of 
1996. A life member of the American Choral Directors Association, he has served 
that organization in several offices in both Illinois and the Midwest. Dr. Annstrong 
regularly perfonned recitals while a faculty member at the University, and fre-
quently perfonned in operas and oratorios. It is a pleasure to have Dr. Annstrong 
return to sing the baritone solos in this performance. 
Dr. Bonnie Pomfret, soprano.joined the voice faculty at ISU in 1986. With graduate 
degrees in vocal performance from Indiana University (DM) Boston Conservatory 
(MM), and an undergraduate degree in piano and voice from the conservatory at 
Freiburg, Germany (SMP), she is fluent in both German and Italian. Currently, 
Dr. Pomfret pursues her interest in vocal health as a member of the Comprehen-
sive Voice Evaluation team at Peoria Ear, Nose and Throat Group, which has 
achieved national recognition in its use of a team approach to videostroboscopy in 
diagnosis and rehabilitation of vocal problems. 
Dr. James Major is the Director of Choral Activities at ISU. Dr. Major's duties 
include serving as conductor of Madrigal Singers, Concert Choir, and Civic Cho-
rale. He also teaches conducting at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Dr. Major is an emeritus professor from The Ohio State University where he was 
on the choral and music education faculty for twenty-one years. His PhD is from 
the University of Wisconsin and his MA is from_ the University of Iowa. He is 
active as a guest conductor, clinician, and author. May 12-22 of this year, Dr. 
Major and Dr. Amy Gilreath Major will be taking ISU's Concert Choir and Trum-
pet Ensemble on a concert tour of Austria, Germany, and Hungary. 
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